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Housing That’s Affordable! 

In the 1990s, the County created a residential affordable housing fee, and a 
non-residential affordable housing fee.  The fees support the Worker Proximity 
program, farmworker center operations, homeless shelter operations, and 
funding for development of affordable housing units in the cities/town.   

Accomplishment:  Through September 2017, the County has closed 114 
worker proximity loans, and loaned/committed over $27 million to facilitate the 
construction of over 1,100 deed-restricted housing units.  [see chart] 

In 2013, the Cities of American Canyon and Napa, and the County formed a 
task force to address Affordable Housing issues.  The Affordable Housing Task 
Force report presented to us in 2014 [see 
http://services.countyofnapa.org/AgendaNet/DownloadDocument.aspx?type=
BOS&doctype=ATTACHMENT&id=31303] provided some excellent 
recommendations, several of which we have acted upon: 

In 2014, the County updated (increased) its non-residential affordable 
housing fee.   

In March 2016, Diane met the creator of the JADU (Junior Accessory 
Dwelling Unit) at a conference and became intrigued with her idea of how to 
create more affordable housing.  Diane led the Board of Supervisors to support 
state legislation that Governor Brown signed in September 2016 that makes it 
easier to develop accessory dwelling units (ADUs) in California.  Diane was 
responsible for having the JADU creator speak at the Napa County League of 
Governments meeting in January 2017 and she sold the crowd 
(city/town/county elected) on being proactive about this new legislation, which 
City of Napa in particular is implementing robustly [see 
http://www.northbaybusinessjournal.com/opinion/7737143-181/north-bay-
accessory-unit-housing-construction].   

In 2016, Diane led the Board to support Governor Brown’s housing-by-
right proposal.  Napa County was one of only a few jurisdictions in the State to 
do so.  See https://napavalleyregister.com/news/local/napa-county-supports-
housing-by-right-proposal/article_32ab672f-ab83-5aaa-8f4a-
0dc9f783aa8b.html for the Napa Valley Register’s report on this.  While the 
Governor’s proposal did not succeed that year, it was one of several state 
legislative actions adopted into law in 2017. 
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