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Measure C 
Measure C is a voter-designed initiative on the June 5 ballot.  It creates two basic 
changes to the County’s existing regulatory system on agricultural watershed (AW) 
zoned lands (our hillsides).  Click here for basic description below.   

Diane is not taking a position on Measure C.   

It has good intentions: 

 Preserving natural habitat.  It’s an attempt to strike the appropriate sustainable 
balance – to allow property owners to have reasonable use of their property as well as 
preserve the environment. 

 It clearly seeks to define what that means with respect to oak woodlands and 
riparian corridors.   

It creates concerns: 

 The annual mapping requirements will be a substantial burden for the County.   

It sets in place a policy and creates a detailed permit process for cutting a single 
oak that can only be changed by the voters. 

Bottom line: support for Measure C is complicated by the uncertainty of knowing how 
the public feels about these intentions and concerns.  That’s why Diane wants to hear 
from the voters – not tell them how to vote.   

In 1990, Measure J fixed in place aspects of the general plan, some of which we 
had lived with for 22 years (since the establishment of the Ag Preserve in 1968).  
In 2018, Measure C fixes in place a policy and ordinance with respect to oak 
woodlands that may not go into effect until 2030.1   

 

Measure C – general description 
Setbacks:  we have had river and stream setbacks applicable throughout the county 
since 1991, prohibiting vegetation removal and earth-moving activity.   

 Measure C would create a new layer of setbacks for streams and wetlands on 
agricultural watershed (hillside) parcels only – which in most cases would be wider 
than existing setbacks, but in some cases narrower.  Tree cutting would not be 
allowed in this new layer of setbacks, except for specific limited purposes. 

Oak tree removal:  since before 1993, the County has had a required 60% retention of 
all trees on parcels in sensitive domestic drinking watersheds (all our municipal 
reservoirs, plus Friesen Lakes in Angwin).   

 Measure C proposes a general ban on oak tree removal in the entire AW at such 
time as 795 acres of oak woodlands have been removed in Napa County.  The count to 
reach the 795 acres is from September 2017 forward.  When that “oak tree removal 

                                              
1 The 795 acre oak woodland acreage removal limit is a number based on the Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR) for the General Plan, which forecast land use changes for 2008-2030. 
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limit” is reached, an oak tree can only be removed with a County-issued permit for a 
specific limited purpose; the listed purposes do not include agriculture. 
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