
GO BAG 
 

Purpose: things you will need to help keep you and your family safe during your 
evacuation, as well as help speed your recovery from a disaster.  Most items in this list will 
easily fit into a medium size duffle bag or backpack.  During an emergency evacuation you 
will not have time to run around gathering all of them.   
 

Place the Go Bag in a protected yet easily accessible location.  You may also want to 
make or buy a second “bag” to keep in your car.  Add to the list as you see fit – but do not 
make it so heavy you cannot grab it while also dealing with e.g. a toddler or a leashed dog.  
 
Original documents, such as birth, marriage and death records, etc., should be kept in a safe 
deposit box away from your house, as should irreplaceable documents, like your title 
insurance. 

 A copy of your written, prioritized “Grab List” of irreplaceable possessions that you will take if you 
have time to evacuate via a vehicle.  Collect these items just before leaving.  

 USB drive with scanned financial records and key documents (if your computer is not backed up to 
the cloud or a hard drive stored off site)  

 Basic personal hygiene items for all family members (washing, shaving, dental, eye-care, sanitary)  
 Extra eyeglasses (drugstore versions are better than nothing)  
 Special items for infants, elderly or disabled family members 
 Flashlight, battery-operated or hand crank radio, and extra batteries 
 First aid kit 
 Whistle to signal for help or find others in dense smoke/fog/darkness 
 Dust mask, to help filter contaminated air and plastic sheeting and duct tape to shelter-in-place 
 Safety goggles, cotton gloves, a hat, and a kerchief for each family member to protect against smoke 

and heat in case of evacuating during a large fire 
 One change of clothes for each family member (focus on socks and underwear first)  
 Extra cell-phone charger 
 Local maps   
 Matches in a waterproof container 
 Moist towelettes, garbage bags and plastic ties for personal sanitation 
 Wrench or pliers to turn off utilities 
 Pet leash and small amount of pet food.  Keep pet carrier near the Go Bag.  
 Water, one gallon of water per person per day for at least three days, for drinking and sanitation 
 Food, at least a three-day supply of non-perishable food 
 Can opener for food (if kit contains canned food) 
 Mess kits, paper cups, plates and utensils, paper towels 
 Sleeping bag or warm blanket for each family member 
 Paper and pencil 


